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Along the way 
Walk summary  
 
Discover the Deep History Coast along a 
clifftop path before heading inland through 
diverse farmland, looping back to pretty 
Happisburgh  

 
There is much to see on this walk from the pretty little village of Happisburgh. 
Heading along the clifftop towards Walcott you are walking above the site where 
early human footprints were found in sediment on the beach in 2013, which 
contributed to the coining of this area as the Deep History Coast. The famous 
Happisburgh Handaxe, an early flint ‘multi-tool’ was also found on the beach 
nearby. 
 
Further along the cliff top, the remains of a World War II radar station are a stark 
contrast to the surrounding arable land. 
 
St Mary's Church at Happisburgh is also prominent in the landscape, standing 
proud on its hill, which makes it seem even taller. In the north east corner of the 
churchyard is the mass grave for the crew of HMS Invincible, which sadly 
foundered offshore in 1801 on its way to join Nelson's fleet. 
 
From one church to another, the walk meanders cross-country along paths and 
lanes to the more modest church of St Peter in Ridlington. 
 
The walk begins and ends close to Happisburgh’s famous red and white 
lighthouse, tours of which can be organised throughout the year – check the 
Happisburgh website for details. From the lantern room, the view is breath-taking 
and on clear days it is possible to see the superstructures of oil rigs, far off 
shore. 
 

Getting started 
The walk starts and finishes the Beach Road car 
park, Happisburgh (TG384308). 
 
Getting there 
Sanders 34 bus route stops on The Street, 
Happisburgh, by the primary school.  
 
The Beach Road car park is open year round 
(charges apply). 
 
Traveline enquiries: 0871 200 22 33 
www.travelineeastanglia.co.uk 
 
Maps and guides 
Ordnance Survey Explore Map 252, Norfolk 
Coast East available from Ordnance Survey shop 
www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/  
 
What to expect 
Clifftop paths, footpaths and quiet lanes. 
 
Facilities 
There are tearooms and the Hillhouse pub in 
Happisburgh. Public toilets are located at the 
Beach Road car park. 
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